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Coffee, like wine, comes in many 
different flavours. My go-to is a 
nice, dark roast espresso with its 
intense flavour and a slight caffeine 
kick. I’m just as picky when I drink 
a coffee liqueur. I want rich, intense 
coffee flavours, balanced by dark 
chocolate notes and low to medium 
acidity. It needs to taste decadent 
but not sickly sweet. To add a bit of 
flair to a dinner party, I recommend 
ending the meal with a glass of 
coffee liqueur made locally from 
Fort Distillery, Rocky Mountain or 
Back 40. Laurie MacKay

While it’s a category of wine that 
caters to a small but devoted group 
of wine enthusiasts, these wines 
manage to hit all the buttons. Rich 
and sweet, they provide the perfect 
end to an evening of good food and 
good conversation. Contemplative 
wines for a selection of nuts or cheese 
if you do have room for just one more 
bite. This year’s top sweet treats are 
a much-loved classic sherry from 
Lustau followed by two port wines of 
exceptional value and versatility. 
Tom Firth

Cream Liqueurs are sweet, 
no doubt, but a splash in your 
coffee or over ice means they 
can be poured at any time of 
day! This category was full 
of surprises showing a nice 
diversity of flavours as well 
as a variety of creaminess 
levels. Canadian offerings 
dominated and took top 
ranks – way to go local! 
This is a guilty indulgence 
that deserves a spot in the 
refrigerator, though it won’t 
last long.  Jenny Book

Elk Island MooseMilk Canadian 
Cream Liquor 
Alberta, Canada
$35-38 CSPC 826221 

Kopke 2013 Late Bottle Vintage Port  
Douro, Portugal
$36-40 CSPC 728946

Rocky Mountain Big Horn 
Midnight Mocha
Alberta, Canada
$37-40 CSPC 821101

Kings Cross Irish Cream Liqueur  
Canada
$24-25 (1140mL) CSPC 768441 

Sandeman Fine Ruby Port
Douro, Portugal
$17-19 CSPC 23366 

Back 40 Farmer’s 
Blend Coffee Liqueur
Alberta, Canada
$34-36 CSPC 800163 

Emilio Lustau East 
India Solera Sherry 
Jerez, Spain 
$28-31 CSPC 752660 
 

Fort Distillery Two 
Bean Brew  
Alberta, Canada
$30 CSPC 828317  
 

Rocky Mountain Big 
Horn Alpine Cream 
Alberta, Canada
$37-40 CSPC 820640 
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